THE RISE AND FALL
OF PHILADELPHIA IN

CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF

By PERRY LEWIS

HE scrivener knows not whom he is quoting when he repeats the
truism “life has its upe and downs”; furthermore he is happily
ignorant of whose stuff he may be stealing in presenting the

thought that “life is just one darn thing after anotbet.”

It is patent, h , that the origi were and
the chances are they were golfers, for to follow Scotxas popular
pastime year after year is to become more and more convinced that
golf is a mirror of lifé—which, incidentally, is one of the reasons it
is a popular pastime.

Consider the case of the Philadelphia district where golf, that i is
to say wolf in its championship phase, was at a very low ebb in’ 1921,
The game is not losing its pupula: here, as a matter of fact, we
never heard of golf losing its popularity anywhere. During 1921 more
Pennsylvania, cut a sorry figure in 1921 championship fields and right,
the same zest and enthusiasm nér the red.hot but friendly competition
in the tournaments which developed in 1%19 and 1920.

And there is a rsason, an obvious reason. TPhiladelphia, yes, and
Pennsylvania, cut a sorry figure ni 1921 championship fields and right
at a moment when critics everywhere expected to see the entries of

- Billy Penn produce achievements worth while. Local devotees had
convinced themselves that several’stars hereabouts were about due,
and this time -a year ago the rising sun of the 192i season reflected
some dazzingly rosy hues on the Philadelphia lmks horizon. Consider

the facts:

Feast Followed Famine
For ;ears the Philadelphia zolf world
iad suffered fammne in the midst of a
The amatear title
- the district.
after seaxon came and ywas written in
solf histors. Oceasionally
Fater lrlm magsged to qualifs in the
to be promptly blotted nat
the. annals of golf

Oakmont L(mnhy
sl with it m“fh bnlm for the
'of Dhiladelhia. To that clve
e went seven youthful Quaker U
molfers.  One. Max Marston, was & vet-
fran of lhampmnrhlp pla. *he
sthers trekked we
am! unsnng. llv-m» wu in their hearts.
however, and with it a deterimination

world macvelled.
Fi the cham-
lhu. in_itxelf, would

e it
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have been rufficient and the folks back

ome were thrilled ‘with pride, But
the devoted four were no( content.

tion which marked their suceessful
progress throuzh the qualifsine round.
ane of the

the close of the first round anly
‘sur hed bern erased (rum

sprig of lauﬂ'l than hix col-
ieagues in victory. For Fdward.
the »talwart Dala entry. gave the
tingniched

1ke Bostonian won the last four holea
Platt Achieves Fame

J. Wond Platt, the youngster who
was destined to zo further and achieve
zreater heights than any other I'kila-
delphian ever sraled in 4 Natinnal Ama-
tear championship, won bandily. o
aid George Hnffner, Paul Tewkesbury
and Marx Marston.

The luck of the deaw threw DI'latt and
Tewkesbury tozether in the second
rownid, and Iatt trivmphed. Bob, Gard-
ner ruined Max Marston oncé again in
a_ brilliant battle. Hoffcer was the
victor in an extra hole match, and

¢y plurged into match ploy with the
v icds fonraze and i
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© with Dlatt, kept Ihi ia in the
action. ‘
In the third round Hoffuer howed tofll Plenty cf Becf Is
that grand veteran of the links, “Bill™ Needed for This Squad

k" Fownes, but Dlatt startied the goll
world and thrilled |ne Uty of Brotherly

“Yove by eliminating uimet in
one of the mnst n-‘ hnrnl matehes
ever played in fhe I"pited fes. Oui-

met, who was an overwhelming favorite
for’ the championship folluwmz his
notable defeat of Chick Fvans the
day before, succumbed PR
delphia. stripling on_the thirty-eizl
green while a tropical storm
both players and a gallery of many
thoutlnd&

2 Dhiladelphian at last win
in nu_mm -finals of an amateur cham-
pionship. The following dax I'latt met
&, Davidson Herron, and for the firs
time in the history of Philadelphia
newspapers. the sporting deparfments
were kept busy all day answering tele-
phone calls from anxions devotees seek-
ing a report on a golf match.
High Tide of Success
Thl! DMatt went down to defeat is
history. The terrific strain under which
the 3onng>lrr d labored the previens
day ‘had - taken e toll of envrzy. ol
erron won ransiderable
But the Phllaﬂtlrhla noll world
rejoiced. Loeal entries had become
a factor in a tille event. ome had
beaten Ouimet and snatched the
day of a semi-finalist. Fuorther.
more a Pennmsylvanian, the robust
Herron. had reaped the champion-
ship. The game was given 2
llm:i impctus in Billy Penn's b
witk aml tvtryhody was happy.
peiied that the links world
of Phllldrlphu Inoked forward to 1920
with confidence, certain for the first
time that the title events of the ujp-
Proaching scason would mot be devoid
of a local apogle. Ilatt was i3
all the time, Clarex steadily improvinz.
Tewkesbury and Marston playing sound
T and steady golf and Geosse liofiner
oaly a brief stride behind Tlate.
Furthermore, Marston had beeome l
I‘hnladolphu golfer in name as well 2
e zeason of 1019 lllr
('rnnfurd lmk nan had entered touru:
ments rol, sltheugh a rexi
dent nf I'hlhd'[phm and a member of
lh! Merion Cricket Club. Iecause of
e rexultant confusion in drawing ter-
ritorial lines for Lesic p timber,
ton had .been asResl to make hix
position ¢lear, with the result that he
icsued A definite statement to the ef-
fect nm thereatter |.- woukl play from
the Merion Cricket Club,

«
[‘llyﬂ] at the Engineers' Sut
IMate, !lurt!on and_ Ilefiner were, and
with them appeared the names of two
--ther l'hll:nl—h\lna district qunhﬁeh -
Maurice Risley, of Atlantic
Jeredith Jack, of the Merion

¢ Club.

No Famine, But Still Not a Feast
Thus it eame o pass that for the
second survessive vear
1irotherly Love
the national championship flizht, Not
te touch off the-red fn- nl

rey |it vame hack without the. mu\.
ALY

3
d]=ceat things in the year

Students of the feotball type
are decidedly in the minority at
the University of Circinnati. Of
the 1G39 men at the Ohioan
campus less than a hundred pos-
sess sufficlent weight to merit
gridiron consideration, The aver-
2ge stadent of Ciacianati_tips
the scales at only 135 pounds.
Only three of the 1632 weigh
mere thaa 200 pounds. Oaly
fourteen welgh mpre tham. 130.
2nd five of these arz medicos
and have little wse of pigskin
entertainment, and of the eighty-
ene betweea 180 and 160 pounds
only fourteen are taking courses

that permit them to don the
meleskins,
Philadelphia’s *“ziant-kille: had been

selected a member of the United States
tram to invade Grezt Britain. Here
was Opportnoity! A Jarge number of
spoartsmen felt that the congueror of
Ouimet and Herron was the right man
to «::!zt the winged-footed one a$ he

er City zolfing eircles were in
a feser of excitement the day before
the Lritish champlonship opened. For
cables been read with avi
i R inspiring
prn"rrv! of the entire 17 X team. and
cularly referred 10 the work of
Tindelphiats «hammon,
* bombshelil Ilnnzry for
more opfimism, Quaker zolfdom

vidis

word of 2 numbjng rctastrophy.” An ac-
cident had overtaken I'latt,” he had
fallen. his knee wax injured
would be unable to strike a single blaw
untry. his State. his eity,
club Ind himself! Here was raralyzing
news inde .
In thet bitter moment the I'hiladal-
phia_zoll district took the hark track
insofar as achieving the hizh pluce

concerned.  Disaster follawed ster,
and worst of all, nolady seemed 1o
‘The backbone of the
et of ehizmpions was

ne the Ruins
defpbia’s  Griscom Cup
£ wom, roeyed to Boston.
te to defend the traphy so nobly
on a year before. A few days la

ated wid Leaten both by

leston, Tien came the l"ln
triet elumpionshi

t
the Quaker repected ta do such

g Then the amateur rh’lmpmndup at

A the  zreatest it
kit ever Leld in .\nlrnra. one
Toxtor, New York, Tiis

. Jast, Naeuth
it ifted gl sns
Vhiladelphia hokl he pace she had
T el 19 S aualify three
mvll"

trict the =ze of
thousands of gnl['r:s playing
Leare e, it et so bad when the
famine that lad gone before is kept
in_mind
he entries from the ety ubl
the Links game “Hob™ 1 ot
rosper in mutch play as ﬂm— l\:ul in
199 at Oakmont, howeser. The bril-
lunt Phil Carter cut dMarsten down in
he first round: szain the Tuck of the
ittt Toresd iatc o blot out & col.
Neague as it did a year hefore when
he was through against Tewkesbury —
his victim on this eceasion heing Man-
Tice Risley: and Hoffner fumbled an op-
pnnumzy of stepping into the Hall ot

W glv-

a dazzlipz chanee to trong-e Tom Ar-
mour & Betish entes, then rated as a
i zer nf .

zolf

suprema

The Philadelphian had the palished
son of John Bull two down with six to
. only nac-
countable lapses of form which have
handicapped him throusheut his career
ou tke Inks. The result of it 2ll was
that Armour received Iloffner’s coa-
gratulations on the bome carpet.

And so it Lappened that only twe

Thiladelphians, Iiatt and Jack, entered
the seconu round at the Lngineers®
Club. | Here the encountered

one of the gallery. s

Enter the “Glant Killer™

J. Wood's 1r|-mnenl o £, Daridson
Herron, then cham and the man
who bad_stopped lhq‘ l’)nhllt-lphlln at
Yittsburgh in_the semifinaly of 1910,
The Quaker City youth was mn
ceded @ chanee a':m~t
who h-ri tn‘\ulu-ui him* th ﬂllil\ con-
summate their Pittsburzh meet-
ing, but Tlatt Teliches the woder dug
role. Ile is ever at his best when the
poinz ie hardest,

0 more l‘llu gzave the goif workl
a thrill and the zame n grest impetus
jn his home ‘eity by culting down an-
other xiant of the links. Herron fought
and (ou"h! hard, but he could make nn
headway azainst the debonaire son ol
Tenn whn henceforth was ta be known

' as the ’(.un! Killer* The champion

suceumbed on the seventeenth zreen.

On the hu‘k of thiz zreat suevess
came a bitter Adisappointment for hila-
Jdelphia zolfers, the day” fallowing
Tlatt’s dazzling victory nrrr Tierron,
be (Plait) was erased from the cham-
pionehip by Ned Allis. The Quaker en-
try entered this match as uch & fa
vorite as he had been an euts’de rhm--o
sgainst Herron. Thus was Philadelphia
totally eliminited from the amatear

Nevertheless, at the elose af -
1020 hamploniip, season Thilately
nz their heads high

ing the < husy sewing on
Tt o, ¥ For the o «{m Leld an
. enviable place in the links realm.
Local players had established the’
- fact that they must be recogrized
In the amateor title tourmey. A
~  Lesley Cup team recruited almost
entirely In the Quaker City had
snatched that classic trophy from
th: gotfers of Massachmietts and
/ New York. And, to make the thing
a team of F
‘women had captured the Griscom
Cup In the yearly tri-city competi-
tion,

Bursting of the Bubble

the Iigh water mark had
NP:‘Y:!“:; ‘The Iu(;l;]ﬂ )[l'hl only
g pointment and blasted :
e Bt that the Thilndel:
Phia distriet was on the u:r..l.,.m and
rhout to enter into the piare of golf
Flory re<erved for those who father a
champidn. It was not to be. The tide
¢f success was about to receed. and
wimuut warniog, right "zt a moment
“hem it reemed that finod of triumph
would sarely fling a nctise son fo the

did no such thing.
As a matter of fact the Quaker
City had Just one entry—Max
Marston—and he qualified only to
be blotted out of the action in the
first round by Fraacis Ouimet.
Tke whole sad story is not yet told.
Philadelphia had ene more chanes.” and
such a dazzling chance with jtx won-
derful  opportunity to wipe out the
hateful earlier history of this disas.
trous year. Pennsrlvania must defend
the Lesler Cup, and
that cirenmstanees made it wise teo
welect an all-Dhiladelphia team, the
first time such a thing had been dope
in the long hietery of Lesley Cup eom-
petition.
Jut it was< not in the wood,
flulur- still trailed the golfere
sley Cup went the way of
lh' Griseom tropby.
Thus the downfall of the Thiladeiphia
district in 1 championship_golf be-
rame comple What of 19222

ark’s

bopEal 1070 was urhered in with'

tf nn{mnc!m!nt that J. Wood Platt,




