GOLF PROGRAMME FOR 1921
BEING DEVELOPED RAPIDLY

Eighteen-Hole Qualifying Round Will Prove
Severe Test for Contestants in National
Amateur Championship at St. Louis

BY PERRY LEWIS

TTH each passinz week the golf
V‘[ programme for 1021 takes sev-

eral steps forward in its devel-
opment. On Wednesday last the Exe-
r'ntxvt ('nmmx{(t'e of the United States
Gol ation presented dates for
t}w hxzh h"hl: of the year—Amateur,
Open. Women's and International meet-
ings—and appended a new plan_for
conducting the first-named event. Since
then golfers everywhere have been di-
gesting the information, and to say that
everyane is happs, would be an exag-
geration.

It is but fair tn state thnt the Exe-
cutive Committee of the U. 8, G. A, has
little to do_with the fixing of dates for
either the Women's ar the Qpen, except
to announce them. In the case of the
I'ormcr the matter iz left to the Wom-
en’s Association, and the Professional
Golfers’ Association have much to say
about when and where the Open shall
be_played.

Insofar as the Amatenr is concerned
no better dates could have been select-
ed than September 17 to 24, inclu-
sive, The classic will be held at St
Lonis, and everyone knows that an
earlier date, say in August. would have
been no time to hold a tournament of
apy kind in St, Louw

Those' who had in charge the selec-
tion of dates for the Open were forced
tn make the event dovetail in with the
British championships. in order that it
will be possible for the great players
of both countries to compete in both
tournaments.  Otherwise we would re-
proach the gentlemen with bering =ala-
manders. The Marsland sun of mid-
July is exreedingly Tikely to make the
going torrid, particularly for entries
from the northern beit.

rtion of the women in selecting
October & to 8 for their classic is hard
to understand. The tonrnament, which
will be held at the Hollswond Golf Club,

Deal, New Jersey, will conflict with the
\\urld« Daseball Serics, just as it did
in 1910 and 1920, and. lhcrcforv. will

receive xeant attention from the sport-
ing world at large.
i _As has been pointed out in these col-
jumns several times. no_sportinz event
hope to compete with the baseball
and get away with jt. For years
‘thc women have wondered why their
title struggle reccived scant attention.
epite the fact that the real reason is
50 obvious and do easily corrected.
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The committee in charge has arranged
to give the leading amateurs of the

country a ncrve test of more than the
usual severity in the championship event
scheduled the 8t. Louis Country
Club, by ving round to
ﬂ:hleen ho](‘SA ing round in a
major ‘event, p1rllrularly in a national
championship, is ne part a drowsy
and peaceful romp for even the best of
them.
over, even those who fail to survive the
test, for it means the end of a painful
perind of suspense.

The more a great athletic event is
chortened the gremr the nerve strain
on lhe contettnnls. I-‘ot instance, when

Lversbody is glad when it is|

and one more round of match play, or
> matches to the tournament.
Monday, September 19, after a rest
aver Nunday. the i4 survivors will start
mateh play for the championship—play
that will Ieave one inan te he crowned
King the following Saturday at dusk.
it should be for the anfa-
teur mpionship is  essentially a
match play tournament and ansthing
that submerges the medal play n]omrm
to increase the match play phase is
xood.  Last year. at the nginecrs’
Club, only six plasing days were re-
q\nred and a 36-hole aualifring rolmxl
put aver, but in tbat the
nr!h Nhare Countrs Club course was
ullllzt‘d and furthermore only 32 quali-

Iu 1019 at the
jttsburgh.

3
Y

Oakmont Country
only oue eighteen
conirse \\nfx available and seven
playieg da; e used up, A prelimi-
nary r]u'ihivln” rmlnd was held on the
first day, however, nml the match play
field was limited to !
Therefore, the new plan lonks i
the best solntien te the prnh!r-m de-
spite the nerve strain which an 1S-hele
qualifsing round will put en the con-
testants,
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The possibility of the Thiladelphia

Open Championship being held on the
links of the famous Pine Valley Coun-
try Club, which & rst secmed a prob-
ability. has excited mueh comment in
local links cireles and no little interest
among the leading professionals of the
countrr. While it is the consensus that
the holdiog of the event on the wonder-

course, wonld guarantee the greatest

entry in the history of the fixture, there
is a fecling that the course will not be
reads 1o enfertain this rear.

It is certain the Pine Valley has its
exe on the 1922 amateur, if there
is a chance of setting back the devel-
opment of the course by helding the
Philadelphia wpen there the coming sea-
son, that event will certainly be handed
over lo the Torresdale Club, selected
as the 'mem:no at the annual meeting
of the Golf Association of DPhiladel-
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rhia. 'lhrvq- who have the bhest inter-
ests of the game at heart would cer-
tainly subseribe to such a decision, for

a national amateur championship on

such a super-course as Pine Valley

would furnish a_golf feast unsnrpussed

in the historr of the game in America.
*or o

With the big national events defi-
nitely fixed, the varions district asso-
ciations may naw get down (o the busi-
ness of arranging their schedules and
the individual elubs  their invitation
lourn Iready the Country Club
of A ie (‘Itv at \or(hfcl«l has se-
ll'((ml \lm 19, 20 and 21 for its annual
spring tournament. Lakewond has set-
tled upon an earlier Mar date, so there
will be no_ conflict in this direction.

Rumor has it that the Lesley, Cup
matches this sear will be played on the
Myopia links, although there is a whis-
per that Brookline will alse be in the
ﬁchl for the meeting. Apother big

event still waiting for a date is
the Drofessional (.olfcr< Association
To” tournament

Hop iardist, sl
that hc \\m play .]{orcman< the chal-
Ienger, only 1000 points for the title. he
aking.a shot in the dark at the Bel-
nerve and competitive soul. By
same token, when a qualifying
ed at 18 holes iu-
6 it means that the
nerve strain on the contestants is more
than .doubled.

»
Some such action was necessary on
the part of the committee for Yhe Tea-
son_that only one 18-hele course is
available at the entertaining  club.
There will be a field of over 200—en-
tirely 1co many players to put over any
vice in the same day with any
comfort. 'There were_two nlternnuvas,
:to udd one more day to-the tourna-
ment, making eight playing days, or to
p]ay a 'wwnd mghtcnn loles on the
second day of the lournamtnt and qual-
ny a field of 32 instead of 64.¢ It was
not ‘déemed advisable to add apother,
day to the event nor te carry the qual-
lfymg round over night,
In copsequence the field will play
eifh(un holes on Saturday, September
apd every man entered will be out
there knowing that if he has one very
bad hole he will be blotted right out
of the action. Thcrefore, thcre are
likely to be many holes, for is golf.
The fact that 64 instead of 3" WI“ qunl-
ify will soothe the jumping nerves to a
certain extent, but with a field of over
it won't tflect a_eure.

‘There is ﬁus-ﬂrtue in thp Rnew plan,
4nd it.is not. to.be’ d:sconnted. It will

caunot be held this \'C.‘Ar until after the
1|

G. A, championship. It iz likely tllat

the D, G. A. officials will want to. fol-

Jor the national as closely as possible

or let the event go over until fall.
P
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In selecting the Columbia Country
Club for the 1921 open championship,
the U. 8. G. A. made no mistake, as
those who have played over it will at-
test. Here is one of the finest courses
in the East, and especially adapted for
tournament play. 0 less a_critic than
tay, present ho]der of the title.
played over the course last summer and
pronounced it one of the best he had
seen in America. Here follows the de-
tails of the holes
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