PROGRESSIVE SPIRIT STALKS
AT ANNUAL U.S.G. A. MEETING

Action of Delegates in Denying New York
Open Event a Surprise; Three Champion- |
ships Nicely Divided; Regret That
Philadeiphia Did Not Bid

BY PERRY LEWIS

HF. twenty-seventh annual meeting of the United States Golf Associa-

- tion, held in New York on Friday night, was zs peaceful as such

conclaves usualiy are, and at the same time it will go down in history

&3 ocne of the most revolutiorary in the history of the controlling golf

. beds. Te a larze extent it was in the nature of a “ratification meeting,”

but at the sume time there was a progressive spirit abroad from the mo-
ment that the gavel fell until an adjournment was taken.

1t is evident that.ihe ultra-conservative policy lnng adhered to by
the U 8 G, A, is abandened, and in its place is a programme of progress
" which red o “&mother” the dissatisfaction centralized in'the West—

. 2 dissatisfaction whicl undmubtedis. gave the new spirit birth. The manifes-
“tatiens of {his progressiveness mar be listed as follows:
- (1) The new scheme of membership, making only one class with

2l members voiinm.
= all golfers in the United States ecligible to compete
onal Amateur Championship provided they have a suf. -
ficdently low handieap.”

{8) The i to the constii increasing the Executive
Committer from nine to thirteen members.

{4} The amendment providing for a better geographical represen-
taton on the exccative stafl.

{51 Modificatirn of the “lost ball pnnnlty, making it adjustable to
Joeal rules,

(3) Neodiustment of the st¥mie rule by substituting a pew word-
ing which i< the ¢ in ofoct s the one psed last season, despite the
f:!ct 'nn( the Aneient and IHonerable will still play the stywoie,

The awarding of the Am'm'nr Championship to a club west
ef the Miarissi)

{5). The creation of an international competition similar to that
provided in tenais by the Davis Cup. George IT. Walker, former presi-
devt. is Jonating the trophy, which will be competed for first nest
September on the National Links.

..

HE deliberatinas x,nsﬂ«x mxh surprises, enlminating with the shock
T the Open Championship to the

Metropolitan District. No, less than six dJubs made bids  for  this
event, and five of them are in the vieinity of New York. The sixth
was the Columbia Countr Cluh, of Chevy-Chase, Maryland, and the latter
won over Siwanay by the narrew marzin of 49 votes to 43, *

Mate no mistakhe abont the faet that New York wanted that tonr-
nament. and eolumns of propagapda were  epiled by the Metropolitan
critics in am effart te win the plum. + Irevious tn the meeting, “the un-
dergrennd” had it ‘that Siw: wonid surely be sueerssful, but this wax
reckaning withont the broad epirit of jive and let live rampant at the
meeting. :

1t waz the vote of the Philadelphia elubs which swung the tourna-
mept away from New York and to Columbia. Jobert W, Lesley and

. Francis . Warner, president and seeretary-treasurer, respectively, of the
Philadelphia Golf Aszociation, held muost of the proxies for the district
clubs, and oneafter unother they turneld them in for Cuoluwmbia,  1fad ‘it
pot been for this slma;

i

1

<olid vote MNow York wonld have eutertwined
the 1971 Open as well as the Women's.

DI

been effected and everybodr is happy—with the possible exception of

New York. The \\ccl is well taken care of with the amateur, the

most lusciony plum pf all: the South, long neglacted, will entertain the
opes, while the Metropolis may console itself with the women's classic.

+ It is to be regretted that there was no Thiladelphia club to make s

& for anr one of the three championships. This district was due for

. :.;ch gistinetion. bat no Joral ersanization saw its war clear to bring ome

wE However, a note of optimism was injected when

Howud l'rn—m. for Vine Valles. anvouneed that next year that super-

_ course would be teady to rnfertain and would be in the field.

‘The -recently rearganized Lakewond Country Club with its magnificent
-new course made a hid for all threc of the tonrnaments, but did not press
& campaizn.  As a matter of fact, the New Jersey cloh counld have had no

exprctation of muccess, and its sweeping entry was simply in the nature of
& notice that Lakewood would henceforth be in the field for the big classics,
.

NE of the mast interesting featnres of the evening was the silver-

O toogaed oratory epilled by B, F. Kinelly, of the Ilossmore Club,

Chicsgo, and Judze J. JL Tuff, of the St. Lonis Country Club, in
arging theie respective organizations for the Amateur, From the first it
was a battle between these two, for it was understood that the West would
gorely get this title tilt and these were the only two bidding.

Both men are trained gpeakers and they cat leose with eversthing they
Bad. Kinelly had the floor first, and his speech was a hammer. So art-
fally did he work on the imagination of the delcgutes that things looked
very dark for St. Lonis.

Then it wne that Judge TIoff rose to his feet and proceeded to rip
srander the claims of Chirago. After Leeping the delegates in roars of
laxughter by the subtle but good matured ridicule he heaped unpon the rival
&ty, -he-suddenly sobered, and in rather an omjnous tone anmounced that
newer in the history of golf hns the Amateur championship been held west of
the Mississippi River. With this parting shot ke took his seat—and =
moment Iater a landslide of votes awarded the Amateur to his organization,

. .

ho foirer arrapgement of the pational programme than this coald have

N INSIGHT into the international sitnation was furnished by Gesrge

H. Walker, who, as president of the U. 8. G.' A, headed the special

cemmittee on rules which met With the Anéicnt and Honorable Rules
Committee in Britain last year.

Mr. Walker told the delegates that the rules body on the other side of
the water was a power{ul golf institution. He explained that it had been in
existence for twenty-two years, and is composed of twenty-one men who
have given years of their life to the study of the links game. Urging changes
in the -eode with snch a conservative body, he pointed out, was no mmall
tuLAu:d that when the gnem’on of the stymie aroe¢ “serions difficulty” de-
el

It was bis thought that as mach had been ‘2ccomplished at this time

&8 was possible, but held out much hope for the future, Mr. Walker declared

that his committes were met by the British body as comparative ‘“new-

comers” to the game, and that w!ﬂc they were given every consideration

#nd opportunity to urge their views, there was no disposition on the part of

f.ke Rritishers to relux their hold on the game. He. said that this was par-
troe of the Scotch faction.




