MAXWELLWILL PLAY
IN INTERCLUB GOLF

Local Links Star to Swing Clubs for White-
marsh Valley in 1920—Rules Un-
- changed This Season

: BY PERRY LEWIS

For the first time in his brilliant carecr on the links, Norman Max-
well, of Overbrook and Whitemarsh, will compete in the Interclub competi-
tion this season. Maxwell, who is rated as one of the most finished players
in Philadelphia, will add his strength to the Whitemarsh Valley team, which
should prove a factor in the contests this year—not only because of the fact
that Maxwell will be among those present, but becanse he will have as hid
collcagues a group of fancy golfers which will probably include Walter Rey-
nolds.

In order to compete in the Interciub competition, Maxwell must elim-
inate himse!f frem the Suburban Team Cup series, in which he wus a stac
for several seasons as a member of the winning Woodbury tcam. This is
nceessary because of a rule of the local association urombmn« a man from

playing for more thon one club.

The qualifying round of the Intercladb affair is played simultancously
with thc Patterson Memorial event, on May 31, at the Philadelphin Cricket

l Clab. 'Maxwell has always beefi at his best on this course, having won the
Patterson tourncy last year, defeating Harold Sands, of Merion, in the play-

} off. Later in the season Maxwell bumbled George Hoffner, local champion,

! in the final of the St. Martin’s Cup event on the samc course. Verily, Max-

! well is a hard man to top at the Cricket Club, and that goes for any other
old club.

Al that has ever stood in Maxwell's path to the leights has been a

. lack of the poundage mecessary to great staying power. Throughout the

winter be has striven to add to his weizht, but without any great snceess.

Op Sandsy be plased 36 holes and lost three pounds, which in a man of Max-
well's physique is a scrious loss.
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£ The successes scored by the Whitemarsh Club in Interclub circles in
other years could be written on the back of a postage stamp with a mop.
This season, however, it must be reckoned with such players as Maxwell,
Reynolds, L. ¥. Deming, C. H. Wheeler, Jr., Fred Knight, 1Ierb Newton,
8. T. Buck. W. J. M. Dyer. T. JL Halton, C. H. Marshall, H. T.. New-
town and balf a dozen others.

And even with such an array ncither Whitemarsh nor any other or-
ganization will be over-up in the matter of talent, for the going promises to
be excéedingly rugged. Merion, of eourse, will qualify and probably the
Cricket Club and Jluntingdon Valley. The fuorth place will likely be
fought for by the Country Club. North Ilills and Whitemarsh. Last season
North Hills carricd off the pluce and made a spleedid showing in the later
matches.

North Hills will even be stronger this year than last with Eddie Styles
and W. U. Dewees added to the team. Fucthermore, there has been 2 marked
improvement in the play of those who upheld the colors of North Hills last
season. J. Wood Platt. for instance, a far better links performer right
now thun at any other time in hix careor, his victors over Francis Ouimet
in the National being just the right tonic to give him confidence in self.
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Hewever, in order to get in North Hills must beat out Whitemarsh,
which is going to be bard to do this year. « Indications are that it will be
a merry battle with even the chosen clubs feeling very much ecasier May
81, after they have safely qualified.
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With the meetidg of the golf solon: New York last week to discuss
the code with the committee which will go to England to confer with our
Brilish cousins, there has been more talk of golf rules among golfers than
there bas heen of golf. The laity bas absorbed the idea that somehow the
stymije is to be slaughtered. the lost ball rule changed and a lot of other
things dope in time for next Saturdays’s foursome.

Nothing like it. The rules as they now stand will govern every tourn-
ament played this year at bome and abrozd. There is much to he done be-
fore any changes in the code can be wrought, and the thing is likely to be

drawn out about as long as the Peace negotiations.  The  committees  whe
will meet in England bave no power to act. They can make recommenda-
tions, draw up a pact ar something which must then be submitted to the
Ancient and Honorable Society of Scotland for ratification. After that the
TUnited States Golf Association must ratify—and after that golfers will prob;
ably go along and play the Zame just about the same as they always hav e

. Howard F. Whitner, late president of the U. S. G. A., explaned most of
this to the delegates in attendance, at the meeting last Friday, after which
everyone felt as discouraged as a surgeon who had prepartd te operate only
to find that some misguided person had spirited away the patient.
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The ex-president was ull saturated with a desire to make a lot of
things clear. In reply to & broadside of eriticism leveled at the UL 8. G. A,
for alleged failure tn get together a representative feani ‘to~ compete \ith‘
a Dritish team this summer, he explained that the association was sh;m]_v
handicapped by the faet that Great Britain had not issued avy invitation
for an international coutest.

He pointed out that to date the ivternational programme is limited
to the Olympic event at Antwerp. Juls 12, and the regular British title
events. It is true that the zentlemen of the visiting committee have. been

. invited to Ttye for a day of golf followed by dinner, but the makings of an
international match are nnt there. This is simply in the nature of rntrmum
ment for the' disti i

. whese avademic knowledge of the
game in most case is morc profund than their execution of shals on the
links.
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The Merion Cricket Club has surely. provided a golf orgy for mext
fall. In addition to the 72 holes invitation event oo September 29 and 30,
to be followed by the Lesley Cup matches on October 1 and 2, there will be
a special 18 hole event, cither proceeding or immediately following the lat-
ter. This tournt vill be for Lesley Cup players, past and present.




