NEX_T TO BASEBALL GOLF
IS OUR NATIONAL SPORT,
©" SAYS ROBERT W. LESLEY
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ROBERT W. LESLEY

President of Philadelphia Association Is Man
of Action Who Has Penchant for
Doing Big Things in the Interest

of the Royal and Ancient Game

. Lesley are so intimate'y asso-

wiated one with the oﬂ:er that it

is almos amoss n
one unless the ather sugzests 1tselz. An
this state of affairs 15 true when we get
away tiom Philedelphia. TUp to a tew
Jears ago, when Howard W. Perrin first
came into golfing limelight when you
mentioned woli to an ou lander the first
thin: be tlought o was ‘Sob” Lescy
Ph lhdemlua. un.ortupate’s, has, neve.
had a golfer o. nx‘uminmce We arc
unmigue 1n that. 0 wha. go’.nz renown
“we hate comes to us not :f ro1 gh prowes-
on the hinks, but in other tiangs Just as
intimatelv identifed wnh o0 .

WO 1m0st Imporant fournaments
outside the nativnal ¢ ampionsmps ar
thase for the Lesler and Gr.scom Cups
Both_are the gifts ol 1’... ace prians, t o
first hy the present p esi +n. o the
Associat on o P’h laden 12 and ue se\
ond hy 1he late Clement B Gnscom, the
father of the first Plilade’plna woman
to win a narona clhamp onship at goli.
Both of these even s started as ntercity
affairs and while the Gr.scom Cup
mnament s sul run_on t.a bass the
Igsley Cup tourney is betwern L e gof
ers of Pennsilvan.a, Massae csotts and
the metropulitan sect ons. It begart ong

nally as an mtercty match between
Phﬂndelnhn and New York and when
the Philadelplia plavers hegan to realize
‘that 1t was 2 hopeless tash as New York
included among its golfers those from
New Jersey as weil Mr Leslev stepped
to the front with hus cup and the contest
waus Lroadened out .

AMr. Lesley has been the president of
the local rolf sssociation ~» long that he
has lost track of the s retch ot time
himeelf e has been axd stll 15 one
of the most guccessfu' hsmess men m
Philadelphia, but no matter how busy
he 15, ke 1s never so wmuch engaged that
he cannot find time to talk mol' It is
his greatest hobbv. He dues mot
tend to be one of our leadmx plavers
His tastes run_more alonz the hnes ot
the busmess end of golf. He gets a preat
deal of pleasure out of roH paymg bur
he goes m for doing things. For vears
there had been a lot of talh about a pub-
Lic course and jear a‘ter vear went by
and nothmg was dope.  Imally at one
of the annual meetings about three vears
aco he appomted a committee made up
of the presidents of the leadmz golf clubs
and everv man on the comnittee was a
big, represeutatne business or profession-
-al man. Then the committee got in
touch with the Fairmount Park Commis.
tioners and mn slichtly over a year we
had what eientualiv will be the finest
eighteen-hole public course m the coun-
ur.

GOIF in DPhiladelpina and Robert

. . s
There was a feeling that 1t was time
that Philadelphia had a national cham-
‘pmnshm for me he women's and the
'n had beon, played here. but Philadel-
hia wanted the blue mbbon event. S0
Pe and_lHoward Permn got busy and
Jargely due to their efforte the tourna-
ment came to Merion last #ear.  As
charrman of the Golf CGommittee at
"Wierion he has done freat things for the
caddles Merion. Lecauné oi 315 two
employs more, caddics 1han any
n\lmr Plﬂadelplna club.  Mr. Lesley de-
whighihe caddies won
%umon dunnz lhe yeat and he wept even
rther by’ compiing a list of the<e Lest
~poys, and manv of them have obfained
od paymg postions elsewhere. Menon
ifs eves on the caddies and as soon
"ns the boys reach an age where it would
be better for them %o thimk of getting
_permanent work the elub docs the rest,
“and it is duebto Mr. Lesley that this
has
He is very emhus:asm abiout the com~
.4ng year ip golf and here are some of
his views about the vear and about Phil-
adelphia golf and go nrsA

“Neat to baseball,1t is our national
#port. Americaps are no longer con-
tent ta-tratchrothers play  We-are pet-
ting.*back~to our bovhood days when
me hlehye(L (,olfers %et more enjoy-

golf, irrespective of the
quahty 0f the golf thzm they do wateh-
#Ing baseball games, or cricket and ten-
g matches.  We are a.nation .of out-
door men and women_ﬁnd the more
we gct out into the open the better we
d for the man who has
f?xx)assed the mnx‘.. whcrc other sports
‘are no longer poisible there is no other
f port comparable with golf. And-just
ifo ghow that it is not an old man’s
f‘ e nenrh‘ 21l our natidnal champions
thosc who wonthe 2itle while
g eolle;:e or just after Jeaving it, and
"{""ﬁ present woman champion 1s a gir]
J:ruxl in her {eens,
“There i« every indication that the
spoming year will be the grealest year
‘-in the history .of golf. A winier uch
* a8 we are now having malkes the aver-
age golfer restive, and when the season
» really opens in Apnl our links will be
Tairly crowded with golfern. Golf 15
not an expensne sport unleas the play-
yer makes it #0. 1t 1s just Lke running
- an actomobile. It all depends upon
ythe owner, It costs more to s»hy golf
) than tennis. Lot a plaver un Qgp h“
‘wellwithin reason,. ¥
¥ v

Iy, most zolfers do not worry about the
money they spend on the game. And
wherever vou imeet a real golfer you
will find that he is satisfied that every
cent ke pends on golf gives him more|
real pleasure and health than any other|
sport. Golf is not measured in dollars
ant «-nts
PR

“Golfem m Philadelplna 1ealize that
we haie the meatest List of events and
that we have the greatest diversity o
events of any goling community m the
country, but not until vou begin to talk
to golfers elsewhere do _they 1eairze how
we offer in golf fare. In the first place
our clubs are so convemently located
to the centre of the city that many o
them can be reached br troley and
none of our clubs ts more than three-
quarters of an hour away. It 1s easer
“or a New Yorker to come to our Phila-
de phia clubs than 1t 16 for him to reach
some of the clubs mn the Metropohtan
dstrict.  Qut near Chicago they havea
diner on some of the Saturday tramns
especally for gol ers, so you can_judge
how far-come of the clubs are d.stant
from Chicazo ur dues are smallér,
and 1t red v costs a Philadelplian less
to play zolf than it does the average
\ew York or Chicago golter.

ny o our clubs are so close that

it xs possible m one day to play nine
bo'es over four and even five separate
and distinct comees. We begm the
year with what 1s known as the Sub-
urban Cup matches in which sisteen
clubs put 1otrteen men in the field 1n a
sertes of matches. There 1s nothmg
just hike it anvwhere e'se in the coun-
try. For the golier who prefers the
woneday tournament and medal play we
bave nve or =i fixtures. For the men
who have reached or passed the 55-year
mark we have a tournament and we
have another for the voungsters who
are not yet 21. \We have our champion-
ship m_ which only those who hale a
handicap of ten strokes or less are elig-

e, and we have another for those
whose handicaps range from eleien
<'rohes upwards, and m order to make
1t more interesting we divide these golf-
ers 1nto three classes according to their
handrcaps, and in this way every golfer
has an equal chance.

“We have a toumnmem in which a
father and his son_play against other
fathers and sons. Each year we hold
what we call a dinner tournament
which the golfers whether their hand:-

caps large or small can enter and
which is played over two eighteen-hole
golf courses.  For those who have time
to give the entire day we offer both
courses and for those who have but
the afterngon we offer one course. Then
at the end of the dayv we get together
for our dinner. Prizes are offered for
cvery class of golfers, and when you
reahze that last year there were more
than 300 men playing you have some
aea of the populanty of this tourna-
ment  Needless to sav there 1s no oth-
er tournawent in any other eection of
the countrv comparable with it. For
those zolfers  who have to stay
1s any roit of fournament that we have
our mid<ummet bandicap, and if there
is any snt o itournament that we have
not on our veariv hst of events 1 should
llke to hear about,

Ve propose «hm-ﬂv to publish a
caddne book fullv 1llustrated which can
be distributed among the thirty-one
clubs, And we intend to mahe this
]th‘e best thing of its kind ever pub-
ished.

 Golfers, Dog Lovers and Motorboatmen Are Hea rd From Here




