STANDARDS IN GOLF

RISING, SAYS PERRIN |

Newly Installed President of U. S. G. A.
Thinks Both Spirit and Skill of Players
Reach Constantly Higher Levels

“ Ag far aos the U. 8. G. A. is con soclal dlversion; now It i8 & national.
sport of great and increasing popularity.

oerned,” said the recently elected Pres A thﬁ big}‘gle.?it n;egiin the coluntr);?-“;ell, |
, : . 5 Vves, that kind o g man plays it, too,

t@ent of that body, leaning forward 1 but' T nean men of Brominence in all
his chalr in an office on the fourteentl the various lproijessggn.s and (li)usir%es&—'
. are as regular in eir rounds o e

floor of the Commercial Trust Buildin “1{}153 as {hey are In th{glr visits tol the
; s o N officea. Not quite as often nor as long .

in Philadelphia, and addressing a NEV At one as at the coher Serhaps but T

Yorg TIMES interviewer. ‘the miilen have heard it whispered that as a man,

nium will be reached@d when each anc
every golf club in the country is an ac
tive voting member of the association,’

and tbhough he stopped short at thi
point he seemed to be making a silenj
gddition, * and every man, woman, an(
child a golf player.”’ It was plain tha
Howard W. Perrin, moving spirit in the
Pins Vealley Golf Club, former Lesle)
Cup player and present chicf executive
of the United States Golf Association
wag speaking on a subject in which he
was itally interested and to which be

had given much thought. |

“ It has been estimated that there art
pearly 2,000 golf clubs in this country,’
he continued. * Of this number 470 ar«
members of the U. S. G. A., a ratio o
less than one club in every four a mem-
ber of the association. And to carr)
the point further still, there were onl)
117 active clubs with voting privilege
¢n the association at the time_ of the
-drawing up of the last report of the

Bxecutive Committee to the delegates al
the annual meeting held in New York
recently. It has always been a hopt
of mine that all theze clubs would some
day manifest enough interest in the as-
soclation and its aims to Join as active
members. 1t is a pian that 1 shatl dc
all I can to further, officially and un-
officially.” '

Not a High Hurdlé to Leap.

He reached forward to his desk and
took up the red-covered Year Book of
the U. 8. G. A., which was lying cheek
by jowl with the inkwell. Turning
quickly over the pages he read the
definition of an active ciub—'* Any reg-

ularly organized club in the United
States, supporting and maintaining
& golrf course of at least nine holes,
and whose reputation and general policy
&18 In accord with thie best traditions
and the high ideals of the game, shail
be eligible to election as an active
member."”” Ile closed the book with a
snap and replaced it on the desk.
Turning to the interviewer with that
smile of his which is a pleasant per-
sonal characteristic—a botanist would
call it a ** hardy perennial, perfect spec-
fmen "—he said, " There!: Nothing very
terrible about that. There is no reason
850 far as ! know why every club should
net take advantage of this privilege—
for it is a privilege.

“*Why Keep the distinction between
allied and active clubs? 1 think that
the answer to that lies in the figures
that show the proportion of the allied
to the active clubs in the association.
Obviously the great majority of clubs
refer the allied membership with its
ower dues, since it gives them all the
privileges that they desire. Without
doubt they get all they need from the
U. 8. G. A.—but does the U. S. G. A.

t all it needs from them? They get

6 Yvear books, the rule books, the
privilege of asking for, and getting,
decisions on rules and other moot points.
Thelr members are allowed to play in
the association tournaments, and theyv
themselves bhave evidently no desire
to hold one of the national tourna-
ments over their own links. They be-
Heve that it is wortn their while to pav
the $10 annual dues as allied members
Tor these privileges.

Zenl That Accompanies Ballot.

“ On the other hand, a payment of an
additional $20 a year—the dues of active
cluos are $30 2 year—would entitle them
to the privilege of voting and applying
for the mnational championship tourna-

ments If they so desired. The voting
privilege alone should draw them into
fotive membership, because, as a duty
a8 well as a priviliege, the casting of a
ballot on questions that come up at the
enual meeting arouses .a genuine and
intelligent interest in the questions un-
der consideration. It is only natural
that a man should take more interest
in & discussion in which he must help
render i decision than in one where.he
plays the part of a mere spectator.

“1f all ciubs held active membership
and the voting privilege, there would
have been no opportunity for the cry of
¢ diserimination ° which was raised here
and there in the Ouimet case. As a
matter of fact, the discussion of this

articular case awakened some of the

ubs to the realization that they were
negligent in not taking more interest in
the proceedings of the association, and
Eot & few applications for active mem-
ership, all of which were acted upon
favorably, were received in New York
at the time of the meeting. I _myself
carried the applications of three clubs,
Stenton Country Club, Overbrook Golf
Club, and North Hiills Country Cilub.
These clubs were allied members of the
association, but they evidently realized
that they might play a bigger and g bet-
ter part as active members, and they
ked me to carry their applications to
ew York. I did not know how they
were going to vote, it was not a matter
that I Inquired about—but I was grati-
¢ied by the interest which they were
rrléowing in a matter that was certainly
portant in the future of the game.

‘“ The Woodland Club itself discovered
that it wished to become an active
member after having remained an allied
member since 1897. I hope that all clubs !
will come to the same conclusion. 1In
:ﬁlte of all the warm discussion over

e varlous golf problems within the
last year or so, I am perfectly well aware
that we are all striving for the same
end-—the best interests of the game of
folr. and hearty support for its high
deals—and this is one of the best ways
to attain that end.”

His Keen Fondness for the G:'ame.

Mr. Perrin sat back in his chair and
laughed. The subject In hand was get-
ting too serious. On occaslons the

President of the U. S. G. A. c¢an be
very serious, but he is delighted by
the fact that comparatively few occa-
gions demand the deportment of an un-
dertaker or the gravity of an execu-
tioner. Ha loves the game of golf be-
cause he gets enjovment out of it, and
knows that thousands of other players
Eet like enjoyment—even more, if that

possible. But he refuses to frown
hen he can smile,” and, somehow, he
finds an opportunity to smile at least
hree times in every ordinary minute.
e fact that he is a natural diploma-
tist—a man with whom it seems im-
ossible to have a quarrel—especialiy
its him for the post of President of the
. S. G. A. during these troublous

are begun some one must be on the

times.

‘“ Golf,”” he continued, ** has grown
wonderfully in this country. Some:
twenty years ago it was a fad; now it is:

necessity—and a necessity with the

ast® people in the world to please,'

e American business men. Back in

10 '80s no goifer had a -complete outfit:

ess it contained a fine assortment:
¢f red coats, with a high crowned ha,tl

add to the dignity of the round of!

the links. In those days, golf was a

nrogresses toward success, he i1s a2 more
familiar figure at the first tee than at
tiie desk. Of course, this is heresy
from the viewpoint of a business man;
but a business man is only human after
all, while golf is, at least, at timaes,
divine. I know that the missing of a
short putt, or a bad bounce that puts a
ball into a Sahara of sand often inspires
the player to describe it otherwise., but
I am sure this comes under the head of
temporary aberration and will not be
admitted as evidence. <

Declines to Gueas at Statisties.

‘“ As to the number of players in this
country at present, the amount of money
invested In golf clubs, the money repre-
sented by golf sticks, golf balls, and ac-

cessories of all kinds, I am perfectly

frank i{n saying that I have no idea ot
the total. : :

**In this connection it might be said
that the estimates run all the way from
nothing at all worth while up to $230,-
000,000 invested in golf in this country,
depending on the person who makes it
and his attitude toward the game. By
enthusiastic wielders of the mashie and
niblick, it is stated that over a million
men, women, and children play at least
one shot a year on American courses,
while confirmed pessimists are equally
positive in asserting that the practice is
confined to invalids and mentally irre-
sponsible people, Jerry Travers, former
national open and national amateur
champion, puts the investment figures
at $232,000.000 and the number of play-
erg at 330,000, Mr. Perrin wisely refused
to commit himself on the question, how-
ever, and passed to the gpreading of the
game through the South and West.

** Certainly I think that there is a
great future for golf in the South,” he
said. '‘In the first. place, they. have
this advantagé over us here in thg North
—they can play golf all the year. I
know they have difficulties to overcome,
especlally with regard to the turf; 'but
might not the very difficulties make
thiem keener on the game?: In any case,
the same amount of fun can be found on
a poor course as on a good one; some-
times, indeed, the balance 1s In favor
of the less perfect links. 1 think that
golf is a game in which the best player
dees not reap the most benefit, A lost
touch in putting or a hook on the end
of iron shots may near, drive a low
handicap player frantic, while the happy
dtiffer pursues -his way to bliss, uncon-
scious -of anything except that hé is out.
in the open and having a lot of fun. :

*“The West is coming along rapidly,
too; but it is impossible to specify at
Jjust what places the growth is most
manifest, for it is general and nation-
wide. Go to any part of the United
States, within hailing distance of a city
or a town of any size at all, and there
you will find at least one golf course and
probably meore.”

The Question of Amateurism.

Interrogated ons the vexed amateur.
question, the President of the U. 8. G.
A. was silent for a:-few moments. This
is a sore spot with all those who have
the interests of golf deeply at heart, for
there has been much bitterness in the

discussion which is not yvet closed, and a
great deal of criticisin has been leveled
at men whose only fault in the matter’
was that they were striving' for what

-they thought to be the best interests of

the royal and ancient game. ‘The smile
disappeared temporarily, and in a calm:
but determined volce Mr. Perrin con-
tinued : _

““ Golf must be kept clear and free
from all taint. In this matter of.clear-
Ilng up the amateur status of its players
it has pointed the way for all other ama-
teur sports. In 1915 it was the first
sport “to enact decisive regulations
against the growing evil of professional-
ism, and in 1916 and 1917 it has gone
ahead with the good work. ‘

‘* As I say, it has taken the lead and
it must not relinquish it. For above all
other games there is an atmosphere of
something more than the physical in
golf—there is a spirit which is the
essenre of the game and which must be
absorbed by the player before he be-
comes a real golfer in the best sense of
the word. It is this inner lure, the fine-
ness of quality which appeals to the men-
tal and the moral faculties of a man,
which demands a firm and determined
stand on all questions that threaten the
future of the game. There is no game
which requires such s highly developed
sense of honor as the pastime of the
links. Here, if anywhere, a man maust
be true to himself. There are countless
opportunities for cheating or taking ad-
vantage of an opponent, but to the real
golfer these are not even temptations.
Since the spirit of the game is such an
essential part of golf, it behooves us to
guard and cherish that spirit as if it
were a sacred flame.”

Case of !Francls Ouimet,.

Coming right to the point, he took up
the case of Francig Ouimét, former na-
tional open and amateur champion, the:
foremost figure affected by the recent
rulings of the U. S. G. A. on the ama-

teur question,
“* Tt is unfortunate, but it is inevi-

table,”” he sald, ¢ that when reforms

dividing line, and in this case it hap-

pens to be Francis Ouimet. It is impos-
sible not to like Ouimet personally: he
is one of the n.ost attractive characters
that I have ever met. When I was up
at Belmont Spring for the women’'s na- |
tional championship I was refereeing
one of the semi-final matches when I
was called away. I could have selected
half a dozen men prominent in golf to
continue as referee in my place, but I,
selected Francis instead, 'and T made it
a point in doing so to show him how high
he stood in my estimation. ;

** But golf is beyond the stage where
the sacrifice of an Individual can stop
its progress. 'The Executive Committee
of the U. 8. G. A. is empowered to act
in all cases of this kind., It is carrying
out the wishes of the delegates of the
association, and it must be upheld, or the
future of the game—well, there simply
will be no future of golf as an amateur
sport, unless the work- ¢f the Executive
Committee is helped instead of hin-
dered."’ .

The last vestige .of g smile had disap-

peared. Without a gesture of any kind,

without raising his voice in the slight-
est degree, but expressing unbounded
determination in _ the quiet: emphasis
that he put upon his words, Mr. Perrin

1 took up. the amateur guestion as it af-

fects the future. He said. - _

‘“ Golf is making thousands of con-
verts annually. It is easy for them to
learn the game, and it is possible for
them to learn the rules, but it -is vitally
necessary for them to absorb-the spirit
with the rules, the atmosphere with
the ability to play the game itself. The
high ideals must be maintained that
the newcomers may- steer their course
by the fixed star of rigid amateurism.
It was suggestéd by some that we adopt
the British views: on this subject, im-
plying that Oulme't'tmigpt-be ~8till re-
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PERRIN DISCUSSES
GOLF CONDITIONS

Continued from TVage 1.

garded as an amateur under the British
rules, but I have advices from abroad
that the English goifers agree with our
stand in this matter, and furthermors,
they will take up the question and adopt
more stringent amateur regulations as
goon as the war is over."

Alr Cleared by Discussion.

Then once more the smile appeared.
** You know,’’ he sald, * I'm sure that
gsomething good will come of the recent
discussion in New York. It sort of
cleared the air. We are all working to-
ward the same end, but we may debate
the details by which the end can be ac-
complished. We want to be fair and

just to every individual, every club,
and every association. We want them
all to be a part of our association, an
integral part, in working out the
problems that confront amateur goif,

“What do I think of the playvers
themselves? Tirst of all, 1 think that
the standard of play for our amateurs
and professionals {3 improving; and
secondlv, I think that the professional
and the amateur standards of play are
drawing closer every year. For in-
stance, three young amateurs have won
the national open championship in the
tast four years. I do not mean to say
that the play of the professionals as a
whole I8 not as good as it might be, for
T hold just the reverse, but I do believe
that amateurs—that is, our really good
amateurs—are fast becoming the equal
of the average professional-golfer. And
why not. indeed? A great many of our
prominent amateurs play mote golf than
the average professional. They need not
be bothered with the drudgery of
making clubs or teaching duffers as the
pros are, and can devote themselves to
thelnertection of their own games en-
tirely.

Pros Now Primarilly Teachers,

“ Of course, I do not hold that the
victories of Quimet, Travers, and Evans
in the open championship have any spe-
cial significance along these lines, for I
understand that Ouimet and Travers did
‘Mttle playing prior to winning their open
titles, and I also heard that Evans was

. Stirling, present national champion.

in particularly poor form' just before
the Minakahda tournamefit. But I
merely state the results of my own
personal observation when I say that I
see no reason why many-of our amateur
golfers should not equal the feats of
most of the professionals on the links.
I think that the standard for profes-
sionals is changing. By this I mean that
the varfous golf clubs are now demand-
ing teachers, clubmakers, and green-
keepers, rather than famous plavers."
Asked his opinion of the recently or-
ranized Profescional Golfers Association
of America, Mr. Perrin replied: 1
think this a {ine move on the part of the
professicnale. It zives them an esprit
de corps and a feeling of general re-
sp.onsibiht}: that, would otherwise be
misging. The professional golfers of this
country are a particularly fine set of
fellows, as I find them., They are keen
on the game, and thorough sportsmen.
This association can do much to help
the game in this country, and they wiil
recélve the hearty co-operation of the

Ve ? i
e fairly beamed when speaking of
the improvement fn women's golf, fogr he
was present at the national champion-
ship at Belmont Spring. and found par-
ticular pleasure in the fine performances
of Misg Mildred Caverly and Mies Alexa
[ ¥ I
never enjoved anything better than that
final Enutoh at Belmont Spring between
E\‘Iiss Caverly and Mizs Stirling,” he said.
It was wonderful play for wemen, and
they were hothi such thorough spartsmen
that it was a privilezae to watch thaij»
work. The work of all,the women at the
tournament, especially’ the vounger set.
is promise of great things for women's
zolf in this country. One thing that
struck me as remarkable was the exact-
ness with which Miss Stirling copled the
swinﬁ and the action of Stewart Maiden,
the little professional who tnstructed
her in the rudiments of the game and
brought her to such perfection that she
wag able to win the natinnal ehampion-
ship at the age of 19. Stewart Aaiden
has a fine idea In training his playaers
from their earliest vouth. The results
epeak for themselvee with Perrv Adair,

1?122‘::}' Jones, and Miss Stirling as exam-

Quaker Clity’s Dearth of Stars,

There was one fly in Mr, Perrin's oint-
ment, however, and it was the fact that
there are so few young golfers of abil-
ity around Philadelphia as compared
with other golf centres of the country.
‘ Probably this is due,”” he explained,
‘“ to the popularity of cricket here. You
know, many of our prominent golf clubs
started as cricket clubs. Not to go any
further, I might mention the Merion

Cricket Club and the Philadelphia
Cricket Club, both of which have a.lrgady
?
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held national golf championships as part
of their change of front, as one might
say. Many of the youngsters still cling
to cricket, however, and thus Philadel-
phia is forced to rely on its veterans for
such events as the Lesley Cup match,
while the metropolitan district and the
New Iingland section are represented by
much new blood. TYoung Howard Max-
well has improved very much within the
last seascn, but, off-hand, T do not re-
call any other voung Philadelphian who
has come to the fore,

“ Au for the coming season and the
future years,, I must admit that I do not
feel myself able to forecast or prophesy
in any speeific way. Golf is tremendously
popular, but it is going to be more so
in the future. As an aid to health, as a
relaxation from businesg, as a competi-
tive sport, as an art, and as a science, it
contains so much for the average man,
woman, or child, that T look for it to be-
come an Institution instead of a sport—
i it has not reached that state already,”’
and with that the interviewer merei-
fully left him to take up the steady flow
of business which the caller had inter-

rupted for so long.

L

From the Court te the Course.

The pecullar feature about Howard.
W. Perrin and his devotion to the game
of golf Is that he is a convert from the
tennis ranks, and like most converts, he
has outstripped those who were prac-
tically bern to the game in his zeal for:
its service. Some two decades ago he
thought that no sport surpassed tennis

as an exercise for all kinds of people.
Howaever, he was enticed upon a golf
course one day, and thereupon em-
braced his fate. One swing at the white
ball that nestled close to the grass. and
he was a devotee of the game for life.
He immediately set to work to atone for
the lost time of his past career, and a
putting green acts upon him as does a
magnet upon a needle. He was much
interested in the construction of the
St. Davids Golf Club near Philadelphia,
and became also one of the active golf
members of the Merion Cricket Club.
He has taken an active part in the con-
struction of the new Pine Vallay course.
accounted by some experts the finest
course in the country. As a player he
was of sufllcient ability to make the
T.esley Cup team, and he still can force
any of the front rank amateurs to play
their best if they are to defeat him.

He has done much to develop golf
in the vicinity of Philadelphia and now
that he is called upon to shoulder a
heavier burden for a larger area, he
is doing it with the good-will character-
istic of him. Golf has him in its toils,
but he is its willing servitor, for he ad-
mits that he long ago saw the futility

of resisting the charms of the royal and

ancient game.
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