It Happened

in Golfland

BY VERDANT GREENE

T IS A wonder that the decision of
I the Women's Western Association
to bar from all tournaments play-
ers requiring more than twenty-
four Btrokes’ allowance has mot occa-
sioned comment by Eastern papers, for
it is the most drastic action ever taken
régarding golf in this country. In the
East it would give promise of discour-
aging mew blood, but in the \\fest its
may possibly be different. It is the
West that is cternally talking about a
iree field. To-be sure, a woman_ “dub”
is u being so fearfully and wonderfully
made that in theory, at least, she shoul
never have been allowed to start. Nev-
ertheless, drawing the line outside of
championships is_cstablishing a_danger-
ous precedent. Consequently the inno-
vation will be iwatched intently eve
where, particularly in these days of miii-
tant suﬁ‘ragetteism.‘

Speaking of Eve's daughters, thg La-
dies’ Giolf Union and the National Coun-
ty Alhance of England have finally pool-
ed their j~sues and agreed to hercafter
manage jomtly the Bntish Women's
championship. © Arguing entirely from
the success that has attended the efforts
of the English women, there are a few
American players anxiovs £b have their
championship” wholly under _petticoat
auspices. Something can be said on both
sides of the question. Generally speah-
ing, women in this country have not
been lufhly successful in running their
sectional cvents, although they have
cventually outridden  the storms that
frequently threatened, to swamp them.
On the other hand, if is entirely wrong
that they should not be given represen-
tation, although it ought to be added
that they have never demanded such

vice.  The national body would wn-
doubtedly be only too glad to lav down
most of its responsibilities in that di-
rection. In _an advisory capacity it
could  furnish service that the women
would otherwise be unable to secure.

.. o.

In all the last decade there has been
but one instance in which the women
rebeled over the men’s, dictem  That
was in 1908 when their national ias
awarded to Washington, instead of Phil-
adelphia.  Several married women eent
word through their husbands that thg’
would not stir astep unless DPhiladel-
phia was choren and several of the Jub-
bies who had been thoroughly coached
before leaving home grew red in fhe
face through their. earnestness in urging
the Quaker Oity’y daim. One or two
of them gave evidence of being afraid
fo confront the *missus” upon return-
ing home unless the verdict agreed wit]
bher wishes. Hard names were narronly
avoided. Philadelphia finally lost. The
New York Women kept their word, only
two of them teeing up at Chevy Chase,

spirit by raising the usual delegation. Ry
rotation the women’s national should
have gone West this year instead of to

Long Island, but the widespread East.|d

ern aversion to the long trip was taken
into account, although the vote was
scarcely Tair to the Chicagoans.
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What are women’s rights in sports,
‘an_yway‘! Not long ago at a White Moun-~
tom summer resort a New York wom-

an entered a it d

but the Philadelpbians showed a better |b

the qualifying round. Much to the
grin of the committee, she returned
a score surpassed only by a handful of
contestants. 'Why should not a woman
be permitted to enter any competition on
even terms againet men, if she wishes?
The difficulty of adjusting ‘handicapa be-
tween men and women might render it
inadvisable to admit both sexes in an
allowance competition, but the only obvi-
ous reason for separating them at scratch
is that women, as a rule, would be out-
classed, or for precisely the same reason
that boxers are divided into classes ae-
cording to weight. However, if a hoxer
of a given weight chouses fo take his
chances against heavier men, he is, pe
fectly at liberty to do so. Therefore, why
should not the same principle apply
where women are concerned? It would
certainly not be fair to force women to
play on even terms with men, but there
1s no obvious injustice to men in allow-
ing them to do,s0. Several women could
be mentioned almost sure to win in an
open competition against any men they
would be Tikely to encounter at resorts,
to which the more expert players ate sel-
dom attracted.
8
Should the eternal feminine be barred
to spare the feelings of those men who

in May. If the plan goes ‘through, sever
al i n this country have da-

would feel huml t bemg

by a woman, or because of the fear that
championship liets would be unduly i
flated by a throng of inferior women
ers, anxious to test their skill against
men? If the first, it is b

signs in the same direction.
PR

‘The paragraph in this column.a few
‘woeks ago regardmg mrl caddies has
caused a i olfer to wax remi-

if the second, it s a far-fetched assump-
vion, for it is not probable that any wom-
an would desire to play against men un.
til she had gained extraordinary rating
among ber own sex. If a woman should
arise so uncomiwonly good, at any game,
that she cqualed or surpassed its fore-
most male exponent, what an absurdity
it would be to bar ler from contests. As
it is, there are¢ many tennis and golf
tournaments in which players lLike Mrs.
Bundy and Mrs. Stout would be much
more jn their class among men than
among women.

The only for bar:

& r
niscent. e writes among other thinge:
“Those_girls at Wee Burn, in order to
aveid discussion as to whether or not
their hats were on straight, wure no

hats. One plai,:r had_a long hunt to
find his club bearer, finally discovering
her almost under Mis mose. It turned

out that at noon she slipped home and
chamged her gown for another that bet-
ter suited her complexion. 1 remembter
the year Dr. Carl Martin, who onca held
the Nutmeg title, proved the ruoner-up
at Wee Bum. 1t is to be fcared the
good doctor led his choir next day at
1 in the doxology with less

Y

Ting women would be that it would, in
fact, be unfair to the men, on the ground
that the instinctive chivalry in most of
them acts as an inhibition, consciously or
unconsciously, upon their ability to do
their best against a woman opimlcnt, or
on the other hand that it would tend to
kil the epirit of courtesy. Some ad-
vanced women might be mean enough to
insinuate that the average yman's_self-
esteem and the reluctance to admit his
inferiority to any woman in anything,

i |might have something to do with the
¢
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The Royal and Ancient in this country,
ontil a comparatively recent date, a:
een a luxury, whereas, in England, it
has lnni been a necessity. Can anyone
doubt that it is rapidly approaching the
point of being a necessity here?
does not have to be a stulent in econom-
ies to realize that fancy articles are
always more or less costly, while staples
seldom command more than a mnarrow
profit. If some of the effort that has al-
ways been expended in attempting_ to
keep membership lists exclusive had
been divelrted toward improving proper-

or
men; her entry was accegted on_the sup-
position that she would be eliminated in

ti' an common needs, mal
clubs wquld be today in less precarious
circumstances. Now, however, the sport
is slowly but steadily coming within the
‘reach of the American masses. Lon-
doner recently in the States said:
“1_belier

n
glvo baseball a race for popularity In the
States. I belong to several clubs [a and
near London. Thelr courses are s

better thag

Y
o ex-

A rick man's game.
be ercry man'a game, as it 1a In

as | border would be frequent.

fervor than would otherwise bave been
the case.”
- x .

There unquestionably is a capital
chanee for American plajers to “clear
up,” so to speak, at the championship
an the course of the Royal Ottawa Club,
fate in June, to which Americans have
been especially bidden. The courtesy
ought to be appreciated, but it is doubt-
ful if it will be, considering history.
Eight years ago A. E. Austin, of To-
ronto, in behalf of the Lambton Club, of
that aty, induced a sizable party of
Americaus_to c}?'n;g:;!l: ﬂu;l‘_et angr;;‘s‘:l‘::

the: er visits al
expected that  cross the
the sort develcped, however. Two or
three Dominion players occasionally pop
up at tournaments on this side, butithe

e | presence of an -American golfer ima Ca-

nadian fixture, barring possibly a Buf-

faloan at Toronto, is so rare as fo occa-

sion remark, although States golfers

would stand exccllent chances among

the rank and file of Canadians. DBoth

sides would gain by more inter-visiting.
e

All sort of influence i3 being exerted

¥ | to induce the Massachusetts Association

to do the graceful in voting to return to
four-ball matches for the Lesley Cup
competition, in view of the fact that tha
Metropolitan and Philadelphia Associa-
tion consented to a change in the op-
posite dircetion, several E;cm ago, more
through courtesy than because of con-
viction. However, the Hub, which is far
more conventionally English in its views-

“|than any other district, will never con-

sent to flop so long as it has the Quaker
City trophy in its possession. It is a
waste of time to talk of a change

Eogiand and Scotland,””
LN

There was buried last week, in New
York, a golfer, aged 50, whose death was
caused by sarcome of the clavical boze,
an uncommon discase which he contract-
ed in a way never before known in this
country.  The victim slipped, last sum-
mer, as he was' making a powerful drive
and turned a_complete sowersault. land.
ing' heavily. Within a few hours he be-
gan to feel severe pains in his right
choulder. Physicans made him keep hot
oths on his shoulder and Iung for sev-
Finally be was declared to
have tuberculosis ‘and he was sent to
the Adirondacks, where he finally became
50 weak he couldn’t move without help.

He inherited no lung weakness:
. 3

Commissioners of public wuncs‘ every-
where should follow the example of DBuf-
falo“officials in making the greems of
Delayate Park stand ss an object les-
son in turf growing to the average resi-:
dent and visitor. Not a1l municipal links, |
to sure, are so advantageously situat-
ed for coaving the long green, bLut all
ceuld approximate the Bison results.

. s .

’
the mention lateiy made
coumn of the umique reinstate-
ment adan amateur of Alexander Fiod-
lay, of Philadelphia, it is worth while
noting that the New Zealand Association
is about to put forward a propesal as to
the return of several profewsionals to
amateur standing, _Action is exnected in
time render several men

In view of
in thi

eligible for
the amateur champijonship at Sandwich

g0
as victory is perched upon the ban-
}f;gof modern Athens.




